
 



 

 



 
 

In a zoo in California , a mother tiger gave birth to a rare set of triplet tiger cubs.  
 

Unfortunately, Due to complications in the pregnancy, the cubs were born prematurely  
and due to their tiny size, they died shortly after birth.  

The mother tiger after recovering from the delivery, suddenly started to decline in health,  
Although physically she was fine. The veterinarians felt that the loss of her litter had caused the 

tigress to fall into a depression.  
 

The doctors decided that if the tigress could surrogate another mother's cubs, perhaps she would 
improve. After checking with many other zoos across the country, the depressing news was that there 

were no tiger cubs of the right age to introduce to the mourning mother..  
 

The veterinarians decided to try something that had never been tried in a zoo environment.  
Sometimes a mother of one species will take on the care of a different species.  
The only orphans' that could be found quickly, were a litter of weanling pigs.  

 
The zoo keepers and vets wrapped the piglets in tiger skin and placed the babies around the mother 



tiger... Would they become cubs or pork chops?   Take a look...you won't believe your eyes 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Now, please tell me one more time ... 

Why can't the rest of the world get 

along?   Seeing is believing .  

 

 
 
Now, please tell me one more time ... 

Why can't the rest of the world get 
along?  

 
 
 

 



A Lion and Tiger and Bear Oh My !! 

As cubs a lion, a tiger, and a bear had been owned by a drug dealer who did not properly care for 
them. The bear’s harness grew into his skin because the owner did not alter it as the animal grew. 

They had been abused and neglected early in life, but were finally rescued. The bear's harness 
was surgically removed. 

After they had been taken in by an animal sanctuary in Georgia, the staff tried to separate them 
due to obvious concerns that the three large predators would fight. During the trial of separation, 
the animals were uncooperative and behaved poorly. Once reunited, the three calmed down and 

were well behaved. 
Twelve years later, the three friends spend their days playing, cuddling, and eating together. 

There are no plans to separate these lifelong friends..... 
 

How many Likes deserve these best friends?!!!! 

 
 

 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/photos/111651804764793880040/albums/5908916790128414721/5908916798796923266?authkey=COWb392BgL-nKw


 

 



6 Amazing Ways Animals Show 
Compassion 
Renowned primatologist Frans de Waal argues that our own sense of morality can be traced back 

to our primate relatives. 

—By Chris Mooney 

| Fri Apr. 5, 2013 3:00 AM PDT 

  

Eric Gevaert/Shutterstock 

If you're a Christian fundamentalist, you probably believe that morality comes directly from 

God (via a download of the Bible, to be sure). And if you're a law-and-order conservative, 

you likely think we need strict rules, and harsh punishments, to keep people in line and 

prevent their baser impulses from taking over. 

But if you're a primatologist? In that case, your view of morality is radically different. You 

probably see indications of "moral" behaviors all throughout the animal kingdom, and 

http://www.motherjones.com/authors/chris-mooney
http://www.shutterstock.com/cat.mhtml?lang=en&search_source=search_form&version=llv1&anyorall=all&safesearch=1&searchterm=friendly+monkey&search_group=#id=2018715&src=fho3awfM9VPh1diXx7QgJg-1-4


especially among our primate relatives such as bonobos—who show high levels of empathy, 

have a female-dominated social structure, and use sex, rather than violence, to solve in-

group social conflicts, and even when they encounter other, potentially hostile groups. 

Advertise on MotherJones.com 

Emory University's Frans de Waal—the celebrated primatologist familiar from other books 

like The Age of Empathy—makes a case for our evolved and biologically grounded morality 

in his new book The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the 

Primates.  Morality, de Waal argues, "antedates religion… [and] much can be learned about 

its origins by considering our fellow primates." 

In our interview (audio clip above, full length here), De Waal carefully explained his case for 

how morality springs from evolution and is part of us on a basic, emotional level—literally, 

part of the  human wiring. That hardly means we're incapable of wrong. But it does mean 

that sympathy, compassion, and a sense of fairness are deeply embedded in us—and also, 

in our fellow animals. 

Consider these instances of compassion and moral behavior in mammals, all from De Waal's 

book: 

1. Capuchin monkeys show clear altruistic behavior—they'll help out a fellow capuchin even 

when they don't have to. Consider an experiment with two capuchins in separate, adjacent 

cages. One of the monkeys can choose between two differently colored tokens—but 

importantly, the choice of a green token rewards both monkeys, whereas a red token 

rewards only the chooser. Sure enough, the monkey soon starts generously choosing green 

tokens. (Chimpanzees do the same.) 
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2. Capuchins also show a strong sense of fairness—and outrage at perceived injustice. In 

another experiment with a similar setup, the monkeys are fine and happy if both receive 

cucumber slices to eat after performing a task. But if one capuchin received a slice of 

cucumber and the other a grape, the "slighted"  monkey violently rebels, flinging the 

cucumber back at the experimenter and shaking the walls of the cage. 

  

3. Chimpanzees take care of their ailing and elderly—for instance, running and fetching water 

for an older, arthritic female. 

  

4. Elephants try, using their tusks, to pick up a fellow elephant that is injured or dying. They 

also collaborate—for instance, two elephants will pull a rope at precisely the same time to 

reel in a food cart that can only be captured if they work together.  

5. Bonobos—in whom fighting is rare, but not nonexistent—lick up blood from a biting wound 

they have inflicted.  

6. In one case, a bonobo named Lody bit off the finger of a human veterinarian—an act for 

which he felt apparent remorse. Upon seeing the veterinarian's bandaged hand, Lody "took 

one glance…and went to the farthest corner of the exhibit, where he sat head down with his 

arms wrapped around himself." The bonobo then showed an apparent lifelong awareness of 

the consequences of this action. Fifteen years later, when the vet returned to the sanctuary, 

Lody was obsessed with looking at her hand until she held it up, showing the missing finger. 

"He knew," she said of the incident. 

So where does morality ultimately come from? De Waal believes that empathy is 

fundamentally rooted in our core emotions, and that it likely evolved to support childrearing 

and stable group and social behavior.  

As he concludes: "It's impossible to look an ape in the eye and not see oneself." 



14 Stories That Prove Animals Have Souls 
Animals are capable of so much more compassion, love, bravery, and ingenuity than 

most people realize. Here are 14 incredible stories that reveal their hidden depths. 

posted on July 2, 2012 at 4:52pm EDT 
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1. Koko the gorilla responds to a sad moment in her 

favorite film. 

 



 



 



2. The parrot with the moving last words. 

 

Alex the African gray parrot was able to count and identify colors, and he had a 

beautiful relationship with his person, Irene Pepperberg. When Alex died in 2007, 

his last words to her were “You be good. I love you.” 
Source: npr.org 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=112405883


3. The fact that cows have best friends and get stressed 

when they are separated. 

 

According to scientist Krista McLennan, “When heifers have their preferred 

partner with them, their stress levels in terms of their heart rates are reduced 

compared with if they were with a random individual.” 
Source: dailymail.co.uk  /  via: peta.org 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2011124/Cows-best-friends-stressed-separated.html
http://www.peta.org/b/thepetafiles/archive/2011/07/27/they-did-what-the-web-s-most-amazing-animal-stories.aspx


4. The two guide dogs who led their owners down 70 floors 

in the World Trade Center before the towers collapsed on 

September 11. 

 

Guide dogs Salty and Roselle were awarded a joint Dickin Medal “For remaining 

loyally at the side of their blind owners, courageously leading them down more 

than 70 floors of the World Trade Center and to a place of safety following the 

terrorist attack on New York on 11 September 2001.” 
Source: en.wikipedia.org 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salty_and_Roselle


5. The Jack Russell Terrier who gave his life to rescue five 

children from wild dogs. 

 



In 2007, five children were playing with George when they were attacked by pit 

bulls. “George tried to protect us by barking and rushing at them,” said one of the 

children about the attack, “but they started to bite him - one on the head and the 

other on the back.” His heroic intervention saved the children, though he later 

died from his injuries. George was posthumously awarded a medal for bravery. 
Source: dailymail.co.uk  /  via: en.wikipedia.org 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-452184/Tiny-terrier-sacrifices-life-save-children-pitbulls.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_(dog)


6. The beluga whale who saved a free diver who had 

cramped up 20 feet below the surface. 

 



Source: telegraph.co.uk  /  via: treehugger.com 

 

When free-diver Yang Yun tried to return from the bottom of an arctic pool, she 

found that her legs had cramped up and she couldn’t move. 

“I began to choke and sank even lower and I thought that was it for me – I was 

dead. Until I felt this incredible force under me driving me to the surface.” 

A Beluga whale named Mila had seen what was happening and sprang into 

action, guiding Yun safely back to the top of the pool. 
Source: telegraph.co.uk  /  via: treehugger.com 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/5931345/Beluga-whale-saves-diver.html
http://www.treehugger.com/slideshows/natural-sciences/amazing-animal-heroes-rescuing-humans/page/10/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/5931345/Beluga-whale-saves-diver.html
http://www.treehugger.com/slideshows/natural-sciences/amazing-animal-heroes-rescuing-humans/page/10/


7. The cat who can sense when someone is about to die. 

 

 



 

Oscar could always sense when one of the residents at the nursing home where 

he lived was near death and would sit quietly on their bed during their last 

moments. 

One relative of two sisters who died in the nursing home said of Oscar’s vigil, 

“Oscar’s presence gave a sense of completion and contentment. Both women 

loved pets. Oscar brought a special serenity to the room. What’s more peaceful 

than a purring cat? What sound more beautiful to fill one’s ears when leaving this 

life?” 

 



 

Source: reuters.com 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/02/03/us-books-cat-idUSTRE6110B020100203


8. The Staffordshire bull terrier who protected her owner 

from a machete gang. 

 

Patricia Adshead was making tea when three men wearing masks and wielding 

machetes broke into her home. Adshead’s ex-husband rushed to help, but one of 

the assailants sliced through his hand with a machete. 

“I was trapped in the kitchen with Oi and one of the men. He raised the machete 

over my head,” she said. 

“Oi jumped up and bit his hand. He brought the machete down on her head but 

she still chased him out of the house. If she hadn’t gone for him I would have 

been dead. She saved my life.” 
Via: newsshopper.co.uk 

 

http://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/8258501.PLUMSTEAD__Bravery_award_for_dog_hurt_saving_owner_in_machete_attack/


9. The gorilla who remembered his old friend. 

 



 



10. The recent discovery that fish use tools to perform 

tasks. 

 

In 2011, a professional diver captured this amazing image of a fish smashing a 

clam against a rock to get at its innards, proving that fish have vastly superior 

capacities than most people believe. 
Source: wired.co.uk  /  via: peta.org 

 

http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2011-07/11/tool-use-in-fish
http://www.peta.org/b/thepetafiles/archive/2011/07/27/they-did-what-the-web-s-most-amazing-animal-stories.aspx


11. The German Shepherd who has become a seeing eye 

dog for a blind spaniel. 

 

Source: menmedia.co.uk  /  via: pawnation.com

 

http://menmedia.co.uk/manchestereveningnews/news/s/1240774_they_call_it_puppy_love
http://www.pawnation.com/2010/06/11/blind-dog-has-her-own-seeing-eye-dog/
http://www.pawnation.com/2010/06/11/blind-dog-has-her-own-seeing-eye-dog/


 

When Ellie, a blind spaniel, was adopted by shelter manager Jean Spencer, she 

never expected that her other dog, Leo, would choose to become her very own 

seeing-eye dog. “I take them for walks in the park and Leo guides Ellie around,” 

says Spencer. “He is so protective and herds the more boisterous dogs away 

from her.” 

 

12. The abused circus elephants who were reunited at an elephant 

camp 



 
 



 



14. The chimps who grieved for their dead friend. 

 

At a Chimpanzee Rescue Center in Cameroon, a chimp named Dorothy died of 

heart failure. What happened next was amazing: Her fellow chimps hugged each 

other in solidarity and solemnly watched as their friend was laid to rest. 

 

 

After a mother chimpanzee who lived in a zoo died, one of the zoo's 
employees took the baby chimp home to care for it. It never crossed his mind 
that his dog, who had recently given birth would adopt the chimp and raise it 
with her pups. Judging by the look on her face at times, she is not quite sure 
why this particular offspring has hands to grab her with. 
Now that portrays unconditional love. Something to think about!!!!! 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



Study: Rats not selfish, show 
compassion 

Seth Borenstein - Dec. 8, 2011 02:01 PM 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -- New experiments show rats demonstrating compassion and helping other rodents. It 

is a trait some scientists thought was reserved only for humans and higher primates. 

And it is certainly not the sneaky, selfish rap that goes with calling someone a dirty rat. 

In repeated tests, rats freed another trapped rat in their cage, even when yummy chocolate served as 

a tempting distraction. Twenty-three of the 30 rats opened the trap by pushing in a door. The rats 

could have gobbled the chocolate before freeing their partners, but often didn't, choosing to help and 

share the goodies. 

"Basically they told us (freeing another rat) is as important as eating chocolate," said study author 

Peggy Mason of the University of Chicago. "That's a very striking thing." 

In some cases, the rats first took the chocolate chips out of a container, but didn't eat them, then 

freed the other rat and shared "almost as if they were serving them chocolate," Mason said. The 

research is reported in Thursday's journal Science. 

Also, females showed more consistent empathy than males, Mason said. All six females freed their 

trapped partner; 17 of the 24 males did so. This confirms other studies that show females 

demonstrating more pro-social behavior than males, she said. 

There were days when the male rats took the day off from helping their trapped partner, but the 

females never did, she said. 

Jeff Mogil at McGill University in Canada, who was not part of the study, said it was a tad surprising 

but even more convincing. 

"It's a very, very obvious demonstration of the phenomena," Mogil said. Both scientists said social 

empathy is probably a characteristic that is important in the evolution of animals. 

Mason joked that if rats can be so caring and helpful "there's a sense of optimism. It's something we 

could be." 

 



Study: Rats aren't selfish, but show compassion 
 

 

. 

View gallery 
This undated handout photo provided by the journal Science shows the presence of a rat trapped in a restrainer 

elicits focused activity from his cagemate, leading eventually to door-opening and consequent liberation of the 

trapped rat. Rats, despite their selfish reputation, don't act like, well, rats, new experiments show. Instead, rats show 

empathy, helping freeing trapped fellow rats, often before gorging on yummy chocolate that they could hog all by 

themselves. A study of rats in Thursday's journal Science shows that 23 of 30 rats opened a cage to free a trapped 

rodent. Some of them even did that before eating chocolate chips left out for them and instead shared the goodies 

with the free rats. (AP Photo/Science) 

  

December 8, 2011 

WASHINGTON (AP) — New experiments show that rats, despite their selfish reputation, 

don't act like, well, rats. 

http://www.ap.org/


Instead, rats can be compassionate. They freed another trapped rat in their cage, even 

when yummy chocolate served as a tempting distraction. Twenty-three of the 30 rats in the 

study opened the cage. The rats could have hogged all the chocolate before freeing their 

partners, but often didn't, choosing to first help, then share. 

Study author Peggy Mason of the University of Chicago said females showed more 

empathy than males. All six females freed their trapped partner; 17 of the 24 males did so. 

Mason said the study showed that pro-social empathy is not limited to humans and primates 

as some people had thought. The research is reported in Thursday's journal Science. 
 

 

Elephants show compassion in 
face of death 

By Roger Highfield 

12:01AM BST 14 Aug 2006 

In pictures: Elephants pay their last respects to Eleanor 

An elephant struggles to help another who lies dying from the effects of a snake bite. 

 

These astonishing pictures reveal the depth of compassion the creatures feel for each other in their 

moments of need. 

Film footage shot by scientists at the Samburu National Reserve in Kenya caught Eleanor as she fell 

to the ground after being bitten. 
Related Articles 

Her helper, Grace, was seen calling out in distress and making desperate attempts to get the 

stricken elephant on to her feet. 

javascript:newWindow('/core/Slideshow/slideshowContentFrameFragXL.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/08/14/elephants/elephantspix.xml&site=portal','Slideshow','height=570,width=750,resizable');


But the 40-year-old matriarch was too ill to respond and her efforts were ultimately unsuccessful. Her 

great weight compressed her internal organs and by the following morning she was dead. 

That day her body was visited by other elephants who rocked back and forth or stood silently 

nearby. 

It was a dramatic demonstration that elephants, like humans, show compassion after a death of one 

of their own species, care about other elephants in distress and have a strong interest in the dead - 

and not only for their immediate kin. 

Grace is the matriarch of a separate family, christened the Virtues by scientists, to that of Eleanor, 

who headed the First Ladies. But Grace still came to the dying elephant's aid. 

 

The research team from Oxford University's Department of Zoology, the charity Save the Elephants, 

and the University of California report the rare observations in a forthcoming study to be published in 

the journal Applied Animal Behaviour Science. 

Movements of 50 animals are constantly tracked, allowing the team to measure and record visits to 

the dead matriarch. 

From radio tracking and direct or recorded observations, the study showed that five families visited 

the dead Eleanor, showing a distinct interest in her body. 

One of these families was her own, but the researchers noted that Eleanor also received visits from 

unrelated elephants who were not normally associated with her. 

The study concludes that elephants are interested in sick, dying or dead elephants, irrespective of a 

genetic relationship. The authors conclude: "It is an example of how elephants and humans may 

share emotions, such as compassion, and have an awareness and interest about death." 

Most animals, unlike humans, appear to show little interest in the dead of their own species, 

although some - such as chimpanzees, dolphins and elephants - have been described as being 

concerned about ailing or dead members of their species. Lead author Dr Iain Douglas-Hamilton, 

from the Oxford Zoology Department and founder of Save the Elephants, said: "This behaviour in an 

animal species can be compared to human behaviour and indicates that such feelings as 

compassion may not be restricted to our species alone." 



But the study showed that there are limits to elephant compassion. Eleanor's six-month-old female 

calf nuzzled her mother's carcass then walked around appearing confused, trying to suckle from 

other young calves before returning to her mother. 

The young calf did not survive long because none of the breeding females who normally associated 

with Eleanor would adopt and suckle her. 

Prof Fritz Vollrath, from Oxford's Department of Zoology, said: "These fortuitous and fascinating 

insights into elephant life were possible only because of the detailed, long-term monitoring of this 

important Northern Kenyan elephant population." 

 

 



The Compassionate Animal 
By Marc Bekoff | Fall 2008   

 

Our relationships with nonhuman animals range all over the place. They’re complicated, frustrating, 

awkward, loving, and challenging. Around the world we gawk at animals in wonder, experiment on 

them, eat them, wear them, write about them, draw and paint them, make decisions for them, and 

move them from here to there as we “redecorate nature.” Yet we often ignore who they are and what 

they want. 

In truth, science has discovered a lot about the inner lives of diverse species, more than we often give 

ourselves credit for. Indeed, animals’ lives aren’t all that private, hidden, or secret; a flurry of 

research has offered insight into the emotional lives of animals. We now know that animals have a 

point of view and that they experience deep feelings. 

Two recent discoveries speak to the emotional lives of vastly different species, mice and whales. 

In 2006, a Canadian team of neuroscientists showed that mice are empathic beings that feel the pain 

and suffering of other mice. McGill University’s Dale Langford and colleagues injected acetic acid into 

the paws of one or both members of a pair of adult mice, causing a painful burning sensation. Mice 

who watched their cage-mates in pain became more sensitive to the same painful stimuli, indicating 

that they had a notion of what the others were experiencing. A mouse injected with acid writhed more 

violently if his or her partner had also been injected and was writhing in pain. 

Of course, it’s ironic that painful experiments like that one are used to uncover animal emotions, when 

observations of these rodents and many other animals clearly show that they experience empathy and 

other feelings. These scientific facts haven’t yet entered into discussions about the well-being of mice. 

Anyone who has worked with whales intuitively knows they’re extremely emotional, but only in the 

past few years have researchers uncovered biological evidence for this fact. They’ve found that many 

types of whales have specialized “spindle cells”—cells important in processing emotion and developing 

intelligent behavior—in brain regions linked to social organization, empathy, intuition about the 

feelings of others, and rapid gut reactions. Humans have spindle cells in the same brain regions, and 

previously these cells were thought to exist only in humans and other great apes. 

The presence of these spindle cells suggests that whales have advanced abilities to experience 

emotion, and we can find plenty of real-world evidence to back this up. In December of 2005, the San 

Francisco Chronicle reported on a 50-foot, 50-ton female humpback whale who had been caught in a 

net near the Farallon Islands, off the California coast. After rescuers untangled her, the humpback 

swam up to each of them and winked before swimming off. 

According to the story, the rescuers all agreed that she was expressing gratitude. 

These discoveries surely make us rethink how we treat animals. But cruelty to animals has serious 

implications for humans as well. 

Studies by Frank Ascione, Phil Arkow, Barbara Boat, and many others show that children who are 

cruel to animals are significantly more likely to commit violence against humans later in life—the 

absence of empathy for one indicates lack of empathy for the other. Indeed, studies of prison inmates 

reveal that as many as 75 percent of violent offenders had early records of animal cruelty. 

http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/author/Marc_Bekoff
http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/issue/fall_2008


When we link these studies in cruelty with new discoveries about the inner lives of animals, our 

relationships with animals take on greater importance: It becomes clear that compassionate 

relationships with animals are integral to a more compassionate world. 

There are two main steps we can take toward fostering these compassionate relationships. First, we 

must recognize that animals have active minds and deep feelings. Second, we must “mind” them as 

their caretakers in a human-dominated world, where their interests are continually trumped in 

deference to ours. 

Many programs have tried to make this ideal of minding animals a reality. I serve as a roving 

ambassador for Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Program, which helps kids learn how to care for 

animals, the earth, and people. The Humane Society of the United States has a program, called “First 

Strike,” devoted to learning more about the connection between cruelty to animals and to humans. 

The Society & Animals Forum and the Human/Animal Violence Education Network have also launched 

similar programs that deserve our support. 

Ultimately, I believe compassion for animals will make for more compassion among people, weaving 

more empathy, respect, dignity, and love into all our lives. Animals and future generations of humans 

will surely thank us for our efforts. 

 

 



 

Me and my cat Snow  


